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This conference will concentrate on practical issues
of cross-border mediation: 
• Interaction between mediation and civil

proceedings, especially the impact of Directive
2008/52/EC on certain aspects of mediation in
civil and commercial matters in the Member
States. Topics include the Directive’s scope;
cross-border disputes: the inter-State
requirement; voluntary or compulsory nature of
mediation; mediation’s effect on limitation and
prescription periods, and recognition and
enforcement of mediation agreements. 

• Quality of mediation services. A practical and
continuing training of mediators is required: life-
long learning is essential. In cross-border
situations, co-mediation is particularly
important. Quality control mechanisms and the
added value of the (voluntary) European Code
of Conduct for Mediators will be discussed. 

• Mediation procedure. The conference will
further concentrate on fundamental minimum
procedural guarantees for a fair mediation
procedure. The European Code of Conduct for
Mediators will be looked at in detail. 

• Encouraging mediation. The role of the legal
professions, especially the cooperation
between lawyers, notaries and judges. 

 
The conference will include workshops which will
address specific areas such as family mediation
and consumer mediation. 
 

For further information: 
Christiane Schmitz 

Tel. +49 (0)651 937 37 34 
Fax. +49 (0)651 937 37 95 

E-mail: cschmitz.era.prog1@era.int 
Online Registration: www.era.int 

Travel to Trier: the most convenient way to travel is 
through Luxembourg. Luxembourg airport to the ERA 

Congress Centre takes just 30 minutes by car. 
www.era.int/shuttle 
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 Thursday, 14 May 2009  
  
08:30 Arrival and registration  
  
09:00 Welcome  
 Jean-Philippe Rageade 
  
Chair: John Toulmin   
  
09:15 Mediation in cross-border 

disputes 
The challenges raised by the  
European Mediation Directive 

 Jeremy Lack  
  
10:00 Discussion 
  
10:15 Interaction between mediation 

and civil proceedings 
Scope of application, enforceability of 
agreements resulting from mediation 
and the effect of mediation on limitation 
and prescription periods 

 Felix Steffek 
  
11:00 Discussion 
  
11:15 Coffee break 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
11:45 Procedural guarantees for a 

fair mediation procedure –  
with a focus on 
confidentiality of mediation 

 Mercedes Tarrazón 
  
12:30 Discussion 
  
13:00 Lunch 
  
14:00 PARALLEL WORKSHOPS: 

• Consumer mediation 
Brian Hutchinson 

• Family mediation 
Manuela Pliżga-Jonarska 
Gabriele Scholz 

  
16:00 Coffee break 
  
16:30 ROUNDTABLE:  

Mediation in transnational 
business disputes – the role 
of the legal professions  

 Chair: John Toulmin 
 o Helge Jakob Kolrud  
 o Vincent Lesseliers  
  
18:00 End of the first conference day 
  
19:30 Evening programme 
  
 
  
 
 
  

Friday, 15 May 2009 
  
Chair: Diana Wallis 
 
09:15 Ensuring quality of mediation 

– the European Code of 
Conduct for Mediators  

 Michel Kallipetis  
  
10:00 Discussion 
  
10:30 Coffee break 
  
11:00 Judicial, court-annexed or 

extra-judicial mediation? – 
Learning from the 
experiences of others 
• England 

Michel Kallipetis  
• Germany 

Christian Duve 
• Poland 

Marcin Białecki  
• Slovenia 

Bojana Jovin-Hrastnik 
• The Netherlands 

Bartosz Sujecki 
  
12:45 Closing speech 
 Diana Wallis 
  
13:15 Lunch 
  
14:00 End of the conference 
  
 

Programme may be subject to amendment 
 

For programme updates: 
www.era.int 

 


